


Dear Citizen:

The criminal justice process is dependent on citizen involvement for it to
work. The system would fail without each and every one of you taking an
interest in your community. From reporting to prosecuting, the participation
of vietims of crime or witnesses to onc is critical to the tunctioning of our

systerm of justice,

This brochure will help you understand how the justice system works, what
your involvemenr would be and what services are available to assist you. It will
attempt to answer questions that you may have and explain the procedures

that will be followed in your case. Keep this brochure handy and refer 1o it.

During your involvement, you will be working with an Assistant Staze
Attorney {prosceutor) and a Victim Witness Counselor or Trial Coordinator.
They will keep you advised as the case progresses and you may contact thern

atany time if you have any questions,

Nothing takes the place of personalized and individual contact by a person
who may be able to help you. In Miami-Dade County, L am pleased to tell you
about a service called VAN, Vietim Access Network. VAN is a4 service
available to you to help supplement that personal touch, giving you up-to-date
nformation about your case 24 hours a day, 7 days a wecek. 1 hope that you

tind this service helptul,

Lam committed to developing a Miami-Dade County environment free of
fear and violence where all of you and your children can flourish, But tf you
arc touched by crime, [ will insure that your pleas and concerns do not go
unheeded. The personal, emocional, and financial wounds inflicted upon you

must receive the neeessary care and attention,

Sincerely,

A

KATHERINE FERNANDEZ RUNDLE

State Attorney




CALL VAN 24 hours a day
7 days a week
(305) 273-HELP or 1-800 388-2808

What is the |
VICTIM ACCESS NETWORK (VAN)?

The VAN system will
* Send you posteards about your case;

* [n some cases, call you with a computerized phone message;

* Provide advance notice of scheduling changes, dates and events, such as case
filing decistons, hearings, reports, and the trial date, You will receive
subpoena if you need to attend any of these events;

¢ Give information on the offender’s release, eligibility for furlough, work

release or release to community contral or escape while in Tocal jail custody

prior to trial or after the completion of sentence;

* Providc information on the criminal and juvenile justice process, your rights

asa victim of crime and general services in the community.

Why am I here?

You are here hecause you are a

victim of a crime or a witness—
because you have seen, heard, or
know something about a crime.

* Your involvement is important;

® Please keep our office informed

of your present address, telephone
numbers and any plans you have for
leaving the area.

* Your casc may involve a felony,
which 1s a morc scrious crime or a
lesser offense called a misdemeanor,
traffic offense or an ordinance
violatnon. When the crime commiteed
is a felony, the letter preceding your
criminal court case number is an
“F”. All hearings, motions and trials
for these cases will be held in the
Circuit Court Division at the
Richard F. Gerstein Justice Building
at 1351 NW 12 Street.

* If your case involves a misdemeanor,
the letrer preceding your case

number will be an “M™ and if
traffic, a “T". Thesc cases are
handled in the County Court and
Tratfic Divisions, Some of these
cases may be scheduled at the
building listed ahove or at the
various branches.

* All misdemeanor cases involving
domestic violence are heard ar
Courthouse Center, 175 NW 1st
Avenue, However, these rules do
notapply it a juvenile committed
the crime. [f a juvenile committed
the offense and it is determined that
it will remain in the Circunt Court
Juvénile Division, your case number
will always begin with a *]". This
division is located at 3302 NW 27th
Avenue, It is important to understand
that all matters concerning a juvenile
offender are confidential. Because of
the seriousness of some juvenile
cases, they may be handled in the
“adule” Circuit Court Division. You

will be advised of any such changes.




What is a Crime Victim?

A crime vieum is a person who was direetly harmed by a criminal actor is the victim’s parents or guardian if the victim

is uminor, or the victim's nexe-of-kin in the case of 1 homicide, the lawful representative of the victim or of the victim's

parentor guarcian it the victin is a minor, or the family if the victim is deccased.

Why do I have rights?

Our Florida Constitution and Florida Starute 960.001 guarantees those rights,

What are my rights?

To be informed, present, and heard
when relevant, arall erucial seages of
criminal or juvenile proceedings:

* You cannot be excluded from a
court event bused on witness
status along;

* You have o right of standing in the
criminal/juvenile justice process
and with your consent, the
Assistant State Attorney {prosecu-
1or) can assert these rights on
vour behalf.

You will be notified of...
* Oftender's arrest, release, escape
and/or approval for communiry

control, work release, and furlough,;

Scheduling changes, advance
notice of all court proceedings
ancd i time permits, the resules of

court proceedings;

The opportuaity to submit an oral
or written smpact statement at the
time of sentencing, and if you are
an incarcerated vietim, that you
can submit written statements at
all erucial stages of ceiminal,

uvenile, or parole proceedings;

The opportunity to review the pre-
sentence investigation report on
adult and youthtul offendess, prior
10 thu sentencing of the offender.

You have the right to,..

* Information on the address
confidentiality program through
the Attorney General's Office if
you are a viceim of domestic vio-
lence. You may call the Attorney
Gencral's Office at 1-800-266-6667.

* Request HIV testing of the accused
in certain sex offenses, and receive
information on the results of the
testing within two weeks of the
court’s receipt of such results.

* [f you are a victim of a sexual
offense, request the courtroom be
cleared in certain instances during
your testimony;

* Request to have a victim advocate
present during depositions, and the
right to be excused from depositions
held atany correctional facility;

* If you arc a minor victim ancl/or
their siblings wha attend school
with the offender, you or your
parent or legal guardian may
reqjuest at sentencing or disposition
hearing that the defendant be
required to change schools,

* If you are a victim of sexual
battery, aggravated child abuse,
aggravated stalking, aggravated
battery, harasstent or domestic
violence, you may request in

writing that your identifying

information be kepr confidential.
Howecver, this request will anly
impact the records kept by the State
Attorney’s Office and not affect
other court documents or files.

Other things that MATTER!

* You can ask us to contact your
employers t get tme off and/or to
explain o creditors of the serious
financial strain resulting from
victimization;

[f you are a victim of a fclony
where you suffered an injury or
cmotional trauma, or you are a
parent of a minor child victim, or o
family member of u person who
has been killed, your Assistant
State Attorney (prosecutor) shall
consult with you about the case
disposition, pleas, diversion and
sentencing of the accused;

Some cases et continued, but you
have a right to a promypt and timely
dispasition of your case;

You don’t have to attend deposi-
tions held atany corrections facility;

L]

Any information obtained from
cases handled in juvenile court
should be kept confidential, nor
revealing it to anyone unless

necessary for other legal remedy.
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Restitution and Crimes Compensation

In some cases, you or familics of deceased victims may be eligible for financial

compensation from the State of Florida, Those determined cligible by the

Office of the Attorney General may reccive assistance with medical/dental

costs, burial expenses, lost wages, relocation money for donmestic violenee

victims and mental health counscling. For further informarion, please ask

your Victim/Witness Counsclor or Trial Coordinator for an application, or

you may contact the Bureau of Victims' Compensation at 1-800-226-6607.

Unless you are elderly or disabled, you capnot recover money due to property

loss or damage through the Vietina’s Compensation Trust Fund. For those

losses, it may be possible to have the courtorder the defendant to pay you back
asa part of the defendant’s sentence. This is called “RESTITUTION™. You
have the rightto request and receive restturion (Florida Starute 775,080, and

we will assist you in enforeing these orders. Please keep good records of al!

your tosses, Present the itentization and documentation to your

Vicum/Witness Counselor, Trial Coordinator or A

stant State Atorney

{prosccutor) as soon as possible, You must be precise.

Remember, we can always ask for resutution, but it is up to the Court worder

itand in what amount. You wilt be informed ifand when restitution is

ordered, If you have guestions about restitution and whar constitures damage

or loss, conzact your Vietim/Witness Counselor or Trial Coordinator.

What if I am afraid?

If you have any fears or concerns,
discuss them immediately with your
Assistant State Attorpey (prosceutor)
or Victim/Witness Counsclor or
Trial Coordinator. Il you or your
family is threatened inany way as a
result of your being o witness, imme-
diately take the following steps:

1. Notify your local police to report
the incident, If possible, speak with
the lead detective or officer assigned
I your case.

2. Call your Assistant State Attorney
{prosceutor), Victim Witness
Counselor or Trial Coordinator
berween the hours of 8:00 a.m. and
5:00 pan., Monday through Friday,
or after hours, call (305) 547-0£00,

Will I have a lawyer?

An Assistant State Attorney (prosc-
curor) will handle vour case, Please

feel free to call your Assistant State
Attorney should you have questuons,
If, tor any reason, another Assistant
State Atrorney is assigned to vour
case, vou will be informed and given

the new name and numbcer,

How about

help for me?

A Vietim/Witness Counselar or
Trial Coordinator will be your
contact with vur office throughom
the prosecution of your case. They
will provide you with information

and guidance concerning your ¢ase.
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Other services
Counseling, shelver, emerpgency
financial wid as well as many other
scrvices, are available from pro-
grams in the community—just ask!
Information is available on topies
such as sentencing alternatives,
dealing with the media, domestic
viclence, appeals, stalking, ete,, just
ask your Victim/Witness Counselor
or Trial Coordinator. Specialized
Victim/Witness Counsclors are
available to help if you are a victim
of domestic vielence, robbery, sexual
assault (adult or child), and if you
have lost a loved one due to a erime.
In addition, translator services are
available, If driving to the State
Attorney’s Office, please allow |5
extra minutes to locate a parking
spacc. Parking in the area may be
difficult. Pleasc observe restricted
parking zones so that your car 15
not towed. In sonte instances,
transportation for court events

may be available,

Can I get my
property back?

Lf property was stolen as part of
the crime, it becomes important
evidence. Ivis hedpful for the jury
o actually see the property at trial.
Thus, the State prefers to keep the
property until trial to make sure
nothing happens to the evidence.
However, il you need the property
hefore trial, please let the Assistant
State Artorney (prosecutor) know
and we will do everything possible
to promptly return your property,

What's gong to
happen next:

You will receive a subpoena, which

is a court order directing you to be
present at the time and place stated.
Read your subpoena carefully. Te
may be a Mandatory or a Standby
Subpecna. A Standby Subpoena will
ask you to call us immediately so
that we can tell you the exact day
and time your testimony will be
needed. You will then be spared
unnecessry trips to court since
your case may not be heard at the
time indicated on the subpoena. A
Mandatory Subpocna requires your
appearance on that specific date and
ume. If you have any questions
regarding a subpoena, you may

call us ar the number indicated

on the subpocna,

Who will
have to talk to?

Under Florida law, the attorney for
the defendant has the right to inter-
view maost witnesses 1n a case, This
will occur sometime after formal
charges have been brought against
the defendant, but before the trial.
In this interview, which 1s called a
“depusition”, the defendant’s lawyer
takes your statement and asks you
what you know about the case. The
statement is recorded under oath, Be
prepared! What you say at the depo-
sition can be used against you if you
testify in court. Be truthful and con-
sistent! Remember that, unless you
are subpoenaed for deposition, you
da not have to talk 1o the defendant,
his lawyer or his representative.
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What are motions?
Lawycrs will often ask the Judge to
make legal decisions in 2 criminal
case prior to the acrual trial. These
requests are made by documents
filect with the Court, called
“motions”. For example, the
defense attorney may file a motion
to suppress evidence on the grounds
that it was illegally seized.

What are pleas?

The Assistant State Attorney
(prosecutor) may agree to reduce
charges or to recommend to the
Court that the defendant receive

a certain sentence in return fora
guilty plea. The State Attorncy
requires that the victim and
arresting policc officer be consulted
abour any such plea negotiated

by the Assistant State Attorney
{prosecutor). If you do not agree
with a negotiated plea, you may
discuss it further with the Assistant
State Attorney {prosecutor), or ask
to speak with the Assistant State
Attorney's supervisor, However,
the Judge may negotiate a sentence
with the defense attorney directly
withaut the Statc’s participation.
Also, the Court can aceept a plea
without the State agreeing to it.

What about the trial?

In most criminal cases, the defendant

will plead guilty before the trial.
Haowever, if the case goes to trial,
you may he required to testity in
court. At that ime, you will have
to tell your story under outh and
be questioned by all parties. Your
presence i the trial is required.
Please stay in contact with your
Victim/Witness Connselor or Trial
Coordinator after you receive the
subpoena for teial. This will keep
you informed of the exact status of
the case. We try to do everything
possible to avoid wimnesses having
to wait once they have arrived ar the
E.R. Graham Building or [uvenile
Justice Building. Sometimes, the
mateer is beyond our control and
you may have to wait.

What are the

stages in the process?

Criminal cases generally follow the

sequence below, however. no two

cases arc alike and vartations do

GCCUr N SOMe ingtances.

2 Crimne Committed

2 Police [nvestigation

2 Arrest

s First Appearance {Bond Hearing)

2 Arraignment

2 Hearings, Reports, Motions &
Depositions

= Trial

2 Sentencing




Our website is www.miamisao.com

Important Numbers
State Antorney’s Office

Main Office .. oo v {3031 547-0100
Helpline...........oooo (303) 345-HELP
County Court Division ... (303) 3242900
Criminal Intake Division ...............0oenne. (305) 5470250
Domestic Crimes Unit ...............oooiiaaa. (305) 547-0150
Domestic Violenee MISD ... ool (305) 349-3830
Juvenile Division ... i (309) 637-1300
Sexual Battery/Children’s &

Special Needs Center oooovvvvnoooiiiiiiinns (3053 547-0415
VAN 1-800-398-2808
(Victim Access Network) ... {305) 273-HELP (4357

Important Numbers

Community Resources

Victims’ Compensation Bureau ............... .. 1-800-220-6667
Domestic Violence Coordination Unir ............ (305) 344-3888
Family and Victim Services Program ............. (303)571-7730

Miami-Dade Advocates for Victims

NorthDade .................... L (305) 758-2546
SouthDade ............ ... ..o {315) 2474249
Orlowitz-Lee Children’s Advocacy Center
“Kristi House™ ..., (305) 547-6800
Rape TreatmentCenter ......................... (305) 585-RAPFE.
Switchboard of Miami .......................... (305) 358-FIELP
Elder Helpline ...y (309) 6704337

*In uceordance with the American Disahilities Act, persons necding reasonable aceomodations woattend any criminal proceeding should
comtaet their Vieam/Witness Counselor or Secretary or for the hearing impaired, call (T 1-800-955-877 1 via Florida Relay Service,

Katherine Fernandez Rundle
State Attorney

1390 NOWL 12th Avenue
NMiami, Florida 33130




